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$*N] 1 0/269,673 PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: KOHL et al. Examiner: unknown 

Serial No.: 10/269,673 O^/^ iS^AU Group Art Unit: 1641 

Filed: 10 October 2002 l|£Sjo\ Docket No.: 9997.19USC2 

Title: CONJUGATES OF HAPTENS TO BETA-LACTAM DERIVATIVES AND 

THEIR USE FOR DETECTING AND/OR QUANTIFYING HAPTENS IN 
SOLUTION AND DEVICE FOR IMPLEMENTATION THEREOF 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence is being 
deposited in the United States Postal Service, as first class mail, with sufficient postage, in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, V, 

NameTneic 



PETITION REGARDING FILING DATE 

Office of Initial Patent Examination 
Customer Service Center 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In reference to the above-identified patent application, Applicant responds to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office communication mailed 31 January 2003, entitled "Continuity 
Problem in a Nonprovisional Application". 

Applicant respectfully asserts that a filing date for application serial no. 09/915,21 1 
should have been afforded as it fulfilled the requirements for a complete application in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.53 (b). Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 
1.53 (b), the filing date of an application for patent is the date in which a specification containing 
a description, at least one claim, and any drawing are filed in the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. As application serial no. 09/915,21 1 was filed containing these elements, a filing date 
should have been assigned. 




RECEIVED 

AUG 1 2 2003 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



08/12/2003 AU0NDAF1 00000063 132725 10269673 
01 FC:1460 130.00 DA 



+ * 

Please find enclosed a check in the amount of $ 130.00 to cover the necessary petition fee 
under § 1.17(h). Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 13-2725. 

If a telephone conference would be helpful in resolving any issues concerning this 
communication, please contact Applicants' primary attorney-of record, John J. Gresens (Reg. No. 
33,112), at (612) 371.5265. 



Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 

Dated: 7 August 2003 ^/^M^J^^l—— 

/ / Jofih J. Gresens 
1/ Rig. No. 33,112 
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